With the very greatest care it will only be possible, for some time to come, to arrive at correct death-rates from all causes. Registrars and chowkeedars cannot be expected to assign the causes of death correctly, and the present formula of smallpox, cholera, fevers, &c. &c., is nearly useless, each term giving cover to all sorts of different diseases. Tito motto festina lente is more applicable to registration than to most things in India.
Meantime we hope that India will not have to wait for practical sanitation till mortuary registration has been perfected. Tiie simple definition of sanitation, ns the removal of dirt, will give employment in India for many a year ; and wherever dirt is, there disease is pretty sure to be. When all dirt has boon removed from where it has no right to be, then we may begin to cultivate sanitary refinements.
